Let’s Have A Block Party!
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Our communities are stronger when we care about each other and the neighbourhoods we live in. A block party is the
perfect opportunity for neighbours to come together, meet each other and have fun! Friendships amongst neighbours
result in safer, more caring communities. As friendships grow, so do welcoming and inclusive communities.

Top 10 reasons to host a block party
1. To have fun! You don’t need a reason to celebrate!
2. To get to know who lives on your street. Neighbours who know each other, are more likely to look out for one
another.
3. To establish a sense of belonging to your community and keep that “small town” feeling.
4. To make additional connections in your community. Once you get to know your neighbours, you may want to
exchange skills or resources with them, such as sharing tools or childcare.
5. To strengthen community spirit and encourage neighbours to look after their community.
6. To get to know who on the street might need a little extra help from time to time.
7. To meet some of the long-time residents and learn about your neighbourhood’s history.
8. To plan projects you can work on with your neighbours, such as a barbecue/cleanup day.
9. To establish new friendships for you and your children.
10. To start a new tradition of getting together once a year!

Tips For Getting Started
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Planning a block party is a fun way to connect with the people who live in your direct community. In this guide, you will
find resources to help you with planning your event, including a checklist to ensure it all gets done on time. We have also
included templates you can use, suggested activities and considerations to ensure your event is successful.

Engage others to help.
Start talking to your neighbours and enlist as
many as you can to help out. Many hands make
light work! Engage local youth to assist where
possible. For example, have youth
deliver invitations.

Make sure all feel welcome.
Ensure your block party is welcoming and
inclusive for all people who live in your
neighbourhood, including those from different
cultures, backgrounds and ways of life. Be
sensitive to language barriers and special diets.
Consider designating a party host to ensure
new families are properly introduced to their
neighbours.

Choose your location carefully.
A public space works well and increases
the likelihood of shared responsibility
for the event. If your block party is on public
property, such as a back alley, street or park,
you must apply to host your party with the City.
Other possible locations include a neighbour’s
backyard, garage or a common room in a
condominium complex.

Get the word out.
It is important to let your neighbours know
about the event at least two weeks in advance.
You can use an invitation such as the one
provided in this kit and hand it out door-todoor, or you can mention the event to your
neighbours casually as you see them out and
about. Either way, it is recommended that you
have an RSVP date so you can plan
appropriately for food and other supplies.

Submit an application for your block party.
Submit an application form for your block party
with the City of Spruce Grove:
Online: www.sprucegrove.org/blockparty
Fax: 780-960-5228
In person: 105 – 505 Queen St., Spruce Grove

Emergency Personnel One-on-one
City of Spruce Grove Community Peace Officers
and/or Fire Services team members may
attend your block party sometime during the
first hour to introduce themselves to your
neighbourhood.
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Role Of The Block Party Host
Thank you for taking on the role of organizing a block party in your neighbourhood! As an organizer, you want to plan a
successful event. Here are some of the responsibilities and considerations you will need to keep in mind.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Oversee the set up and take down of the event.
Ensure everyone feels welcome and all neighbours are included in the festivities.
Ensure safety measures are in place; barricades and “Block Party in Progress” signs are placed appropriately.
Make sure you leave the space how you found it.
Complete an evaluation at the end of the event to provide feedback and collect new
ideas for the next year.
Consider other events happening in your neighbourhood when choosing a date.
Be considerate of neighbours and keep noise levels reasonable. Be aware of the Noise Control bylaw.
Observe security precautions by keeping doors locked and personal belongings in sight.
Have residents remove their vehicles from the street and ensure emergency vehicles have access
to the street/cul-de-sac being used.
Encourage inter-generational and inter-cultural participation. Communities thrive when we
all celebrate together.
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Hold A Planning Meeting
Date:

Time:

Location:

Decide on Block Party details:
Date:
Time:
Location:
Inclement weather alternative:

Party theme (barbecue, potluck, Canada Day, etc.):

Who to invite (cul-de-sac, street, parts of or all of the neighbourhood):

Budget (how will costs of supplies and activities be covered):

Will pets be allowed?
 Yes
 No

Have all details been discussed?

How can we reduce the amount of garbage created by our event, and encourage neighbours to recycle and use
their green organics carts? Visit www.sprucegrove.org/sort to learn what goes where!

Block Party Checklist
TWO
WEEKS
BEFORE

ONE
WEEK
BEFORE

DAY
OF
PARTY

CLEAN UP
AND
DAY AFTER
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o Ask around to see if other neighbours would like to help out
o Choose a suitable date and location for the event. You may want to choose
an alternate location in case of inclement weather.
o Submit a block party application form. The City of Spruce Grove requires
your application form be submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.
o Send out invitations
o Plan a menu and make up a shopping list.
o Request barricades and "Block Party in Progress" signs on the
application form.

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Plan games/activities for all ages.
Prepare a few group icebreakers (some ideas are included in the kit).
Arrange to have tables available for food.
Decide whose barbecue(s) will be used.
Arrange to have coolers available to keep perishable food items cool.
Obtain garbage bins and replacement bags.
Buy groceries and other supplies.
Send a reminder to neighbours.

o Enforcement Services will drop-off barricades and “Block Party in Progress”
signs. Please place them appropriately to inform residents of the activity and
to increase the safety of the event (ensure emergency vehicles have access).
o Designate areas for barbecues, food, garbage, seating and games/activities.
Remember to have containers available for garbage, organic materials
and recyclables.
o Start with an icebreaker and use nametags as a way to get to know each other.
o Set out a neighbourhood contact sheet that can be used for organizing
future events.

o Take down signs/barricades. Enforcement Services will pick-up
at requested time on application form.
o Ensure all trash has been picked up and removed, and recycling/organic
materials have been taken to the appropriate places.
o Complete an evaluation and take notes for next year’s event.

Frequently Asked Questions
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Will the City of Spruce Grove advertise my block party?
No. You are responsible for advertising your party; however, the City provides invitations within the Block Party Guide that
you can photocopy and hand out.

Does the City provide barricades so that I can close off the area of my party?
There are a limited number of barricades available through Enforcement Services. Please request barricades on the
application form and include a drop-off and pick-up time. Enforcement Services will drop-off and pick-up the barricades.

How do I accommodate those on my street who aren’t participatingin the block party?
Make sure that everyone has clear access to their property during the event. Also, be courteous with the noise level and
remember that loud amplification of music is prohibited.

My street/cul-de-sac is too small.Where else can I host a blockparty?
We recommend that you host your party in a public space (street, alley or park) as it increases shared responsibility of the
event. If your block party is going to be held on public land, you must apply to host your event with the City. Other
locations for hosting a block party include a backyard, garage or common area/room in a condominium complex.

Why should I submit an application for my party with the City’s Block Party program?
Everyone who submits an application for a party with the City will be eligible to receive a $100 block party food voucher,
courtesy of Spruce Grove FCSS and Safe City. Block parties must be held between May 13 and Sept. 3. Save-On Foods will
also offer 15 per cent off your grocery order for your block party. Additionally, block party hosts will receive a few swag
items that they can keep or give away as door prizes. Community Peace Officers and/or Fire Services team members may
also drop by your event to introduce themselves in the community.

I want my block party to be the talk of
the town. What restrictions should I be
aware of?
Special consideration by the City of Spruce
Grove must be given to block party events
that include the use of bouncers, jolly jumps,
slides, petting zoos, pony rides, etc. on public
property. Please contact the City Clerk’s
office at 780-962-7634 ext. 151 for more
information. Please adhere to the City of
Spruce Grove bylaws regarding fire code,
fireworks, noise and alcohol.

7

Safety Recommendations
Block parties are a fun way to connect with people in your community and a good time can be had by all when you take
precautions to ensure the safety of your neighbours and the community.

Things to consider







Residents should observe security precautions by keeping houses and doors locked while at the event.
When setting up your event area and parking, ensure emergency vehicles have access.
Block party time limits are between 10 a.m. and 11 p.m.
Block party hosts should remain at the party until its conclusion.
Alcoholic beverages are not permitted on City streets.
Open fires are not permitted on City streets.

Food safety





Clean: Wash hands and surfaces often. Alcohol-based hand sanitizer gels are a good back-up.
Separate: Do not cross-contaminate. Raw meat products and their juices must be kept away from
ready-to-eat foods as well as food eaten raw like salads.
Cook: Cook foods to their proper internal temperatures. Cook meat and poultry thoroughly.
Chicken to 180F, ground beef 160F and pork 160F.
Chill: Refrigerate properly. Foods cannot be left out for more than two hours and should be discarded
at the end of the event.

Safety Recommendations

Download our waste sorting app!
Download the City's app and learn how
to properly sort household waste. Free for
any iOS and Android device.

www.sprucegrove.org/sort

8

You’re invited to a neighbourhood block party!
Date:
Time:
Place:
Your block party host is:
To contact them please call or email:
Please note that you are responsible for meeting any special dietary needs of your family members.
We are asking each family to bring:
 Salad OR
 Dessert
 Beverages for your family
 Meat of your choice, buns and condiments for your family
 Disposable plates, cups and cutlery for your family
 Chairs for your family to sit on
Please note: Pets  are  are not allowed
In addition, the block party will require tables, coolers and barbecues. If you are able to provide
any of these items, please contact your block party host at the above contact information. Also,
if you are interested and willing to help out with making our block party a successful event,
please contact your block party host. We hope to see you there!

You’re invited to a neighbourhood block party!
Date:
Time:
Place:
Your block party host is:
To contact them please call or email:
Please note that you are responsible for meeting any special dietary needs of your family members.
We are asking each family to bring:
 Salad OR
 Dessert
 Beverages for your family
 Meat of your choice, buns and condiments for your family
 Disposable plates, cups and cutlery for your family
 Chairs for your family to sit on
Please note: Pets  are  are not allowed
In addition, the block party will require tables, coolers and barbecues. If you are able to provide
any of these items, please contact your block party host at the above contact information. Also,
if you are interested and willing to help out with making our block party a successful event,
please contact your block party host. We hope to see you there!

Welcome To Our Block Party
Please sign in
Street and house number

Family members

Phone number
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Icebreaker Activities
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Using nametags as icebreakers
Add fun to your next party by using nametags! Not only do they help guests get to know each other faster (not to mention
reducing the stress levels of those who have trouble remembering names), but you can use nametags as icebreakers. The
possibilities are limitless, but here are a few fun ideas.
1. Have guests add a descriptive adjective that starts with the same letter as their name. Thus, your wild and crazy
friend becomes Crazy Claudia. Your shy buddy becomes Bashful Bob. Your sky-diving pal becomes Daring Dan. The
other guests have fun getting to know why each guest chose his or her adjective.
2. Another idea is to pick a question and then have guests answer the question on their nametags. For example, the
question might be, “What is your favourite travel destination?” Guests will have a lot of fun discussing places
they’ve been or would like to go. Another question might be, “What’s your favourite type of restaurant?” Guests
will enjoy comparing notes on great places for Italian food or the new Thai restaurant in town. The question, “If
you could be an animal, what animal would you be?” works well for both children and adults. Any question that
can be answered in one or two words will help start a conversation.
3. Another possibility is the number game. Guests pick a year where
something important or memorable happened to them. Guests try
to guess what happened. The keys to this game
are that it has to be personal (the guest
was involved in some way, like a
marriage, the birth of a first
child, the year they learned
to drive a car, etc.) and it
has to be appropriate
for the audience!
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Neighbourhood Bingo
Your name:
Find someone who has/is and write their name in the square (try not to use the same person more than once).

Moved here from
another province

Has a dog

Plays guitar

Has travelled to more
than two countries

Has a garden

Is a nurse

Can do card tricks

House number
ends in 4

Has three
or more kids

Was born in
another country

Owns more than
200 books

Is retired

Helped organize this
block party

Is a teacher

Is in elementary
school

Likes to run

Can raise one
eyebrow

Has a cat

Plays baseball

Speaks French

Has lived here longer
than 10 years

Drives a truck

Is a tradesman

Likes to go camping

Knows how to knit
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Activities For Children And Youth
It is a good idea to have a variety of activities available to keep the younger children engaged. Involve local youth to help
plan and organize the activities and to assist the younger children. Here is a list of activities to help get you started.

1. Sidewalk chalk or bubbles

6. Watermelon seed spitting contest

2. Bicycle decorating and parade

7. Face painting

3. Pop bottle bowling. Make pins by filling

8. Hula hoops

pop bottles with water and food colouring.

9. Bean bag toss

4. Lawn twister

10. Water balloon race

5. Scavenger hunt

11. Fruit loop necklaces

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
City of Spruce Grove | Family & Community Services (FCSS)
Block Party Initiative
blockparty@sprucegrove.org
780-962-7618

